Glucocorticosteroids - Pharmaceutical
Also known as:
Pharmaceutical Glucocorticoids

Group of Pharmaceutical Drugs that are analogues of endogenous Glucocorticosteroid Hormones.

Orthodox Medical Usage of Pharmaceutical Glucocorticoids

Immune System

Pharmaceutical Glucocorticoids are commonly prescribed for the treatment of Allergies.

Pharmaceutical Glucocorticoids are commonly prescribed for the treatment of Hives.

Pharmaceutical Glucocorticoids inhibit Inflammation (by reducing the synthesis of Prostaglandins and Leukotrienes that results from the activation of Phospholipase A2).

Musculoskeletal System

Pharmaceutical Glucocorticoids are commonly prescribed for the treatment of Dermatitis.

Respiratory System

Pharmaceutical Glucocorticoids (administered via aerosol nasal spray) are often prescribed by orthodox medical practitioners in the treatment of Asthma:

-
Glucocorticoids do not cause bronchodilation; they are speculated to achieve their effects by inhibiting the Inflammation response which underlies Asthma.

Toxic Effects of Pharmaceutical Glucocorticosteroids

Digestive System

Large doses of Pharmaceutical Glucocorticosteroids increase the risk of Peptic Ulcers (via the excessive production of Pepsin).

Immune System

Pharmaceutical Glucocorticosteroids suppress several aspects of the Immune System (to the extent that Pharmaceutical Glucocorticoids are regarded as a class of Immunosuppressive Drugs):

-
Large doses of Pharmaceutical Glucocorticosteroids reduces the body's production of Antibodies.

-
Pharmaceutical Glucocorticosteroids inhibit the ability of Macrophages to respond to Antigens.

-
Pharmaceutical Glucocorticosteroids block the physiological effects of Migration Inhibitory Factor (MIF).

Metabolism

Long term usage of Pharmaceutical Glucocorticosteroids increases the risk of developing Diabetes Mellitus.


Prolonged usage of Pharmaceutical Glucocorticosteroids can cause Obesity.

Musculoskeletal System

Pharmaceutical Glucocorticosteroids can cause Acne.


Pharmaceutical Glucocorticosteroids increase the risk of developing Cataracts.


Pharmaceutical Glucocorticosteroids cause the destruction (catabolism) of Connective Tissues.


Pharmaceutical Glucocorticosteroids can cause Muscle Weakness.

Prolonged usage of Pharmaceutical Glucocorticosteroids can cause Osteoporosis

Pharmaceutical Glucocorticosteroids Interfere with these Substances

Pharmaceutical Glucocorticosteroids reduce the body’s endogenous production of Melatonin.

Types of Pharmaceutical Glucocorticosteroids

Orally & Parenterally Administered Pharmaceutical Glucocorticosteroids:

Duration of Effects


Trade Name

Brand Name(s)


Short-Acting:
Cortisone

Cortisyl

Cortone Acetate Exogenous form of the endogenous Glucocorticoid of the same name.  It is identical in chemical structure to endogenous Cortisone.

Fluocortolone



Ultralanum Plain


Hydrocortisone


Cortef

Hydrocortone
Exogenous form of the endogenous Glucocorticoid - Cortisol.  It is identical in chemical structure to Cortisol.

Hydrocortisone Acetate Form of Hydrocortisone formulated for intralesional or intra-articular injection.

Hydrocortisone Cypionate

Cortef
Oral Suspension:  10 mg per 5 ml

Hydrocortisone Sodium Phosphate
Efcortesol
Form of Hydrocortisone formulated for Intravenous, Intramuscular or Subcutaneous injection.

Hydrocortisone Sodium Succinate
Solu-Cortef
Form of Hydrocortisone formulated for Intravenous or Intramuscular injection.

Methylprednisolone


Medrol

Medrone



Meprolone
Orally administered via tablets ranging from 2 mg to 32 mg

Solu-Medrone
Form of Methylprednisolone formulated for Intramuscular or Intra-Articular injection..

Prednisolone



Delta-Cortef

Precortisyl Forte


Prelone Provided as 5 mg tablets or 15mg/ml syrup.

Prednisolone Acetate
Injectable form of Prednisolone.

Prednisolone Sodium Phosphate
Prednesol
Oral 5 mg/ml solution

Also formulated for intramuscular or intravenous injection.

Prednisolone Tebutate
Hydeltra - T.B.A.
Form of Prednisolone formulated for intra-articular injection.

Meticorten
Supplied as tablets ranging in potency from 1 mg to 50 mg.



Kenacort
Supplied as tablets ranging in potency from 1 mg to 8 mg.

Triamcinolone Acetonide

Kenalog
Form of Triamcinolone designed for administration via Intramuscular or Intra-Articular Injection.

Long-Acting:
Betamethasone
Betnelan

Celestone
Supplied as 0.6 mg tablets and syrup.

Betamethasone Sodium Phosphate
Betnesol

Celestone Phosphate
Form of Betamethasone for Intramuscular or Intravenous Injection.

Dexamethasone
DecadronOral tablets in potencies ranging from 0.25 mg - 6 mg.

Dexamethasone Acetate
Decadron-LA
Form of Dexamethasone for Intramuscular or Intra-articular Injection.

Dexamethasone Sodium Phospahte
Decadron Phosphate

Decadron Shock-Pak
Form of Dexamethasone for Intravenous, Intramuscular or Intra-articular injection.
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