The War on Cancer

As we approach the 35th anniversary of the Congressionally-declared "war on cancer" it is impossible to avoid the conclusion that this massive and protracted effort has proven spectacularly unsuccessful. Cancer still kills more than half a million Americans each year, and despite an annual National Cancer Institute research budget that is expected to exceed $6 billion in 2007, the death rate from cancer shows no sign of declining appreciably. 

Yet, according to current estimates by the American Cancer Society, up to 60 percent of annual US cancer deaths could be prevented if we adopted healthier lifestyles, made sensible dietary changes, and took advantage of effective screening measures. And an even higher proportion of these needless deaths could be avoided if we could persuade our elected representatives to tackle the known environmental pollutants and carcinogens that are ultimately responsible for the unrelenting incidence of cancer. 

